
SPOTLIGHT 
The MAY PAC Spotlight shines on: 

John Hardin High School’s 

Emmalyn Lies, Samantha McNichol, and Akili Lowe 

All three students have been involved in the JHHS Choir for 
several years, participated in Youth Theatre of Hardin County, 
and served as PAC Aides this school year. 

What do you want to do when you grow up? 
Emmalyn: A Behavior Analyst for the FBI 
Samantha: A mathematician and have a baking business 
Akili: A Neonatal Nursing 

What have been your most rewarding PAC experiences? 
Emmalyn: Being a PAC aide has allowed [us] to learn all about 
what goes on behind the scenes and different handy skills.  
Samantha: Learning new things and having fun together. Working 
with some of my closest friends and making some new friends. 
Akili: The PAC gives everyone such a wonderful place to be 
yourself, love your art, and each other. 

What did you learn from your PAC Aide experiences? 
Samantha: I’ve learned to enjoy the process. Every small part of 
every journey makes it valuable, and it’s not just the final product 
we put on a stage, but the things we learn doing it that are 
important.  
Emmalyn: Helping out as a PAC aide has benefited me by giving 
me many new skills that I can apply in the future. For example, I 
now know how to operate many different tools and construct 
different pieces.  
Akili: I’ve helped build sets, clean, work lights, and sound. There are so many parts to the amazingly oiled machine that is the PAC. 

How else have you benefited from the PAC? 
Emmalyn: My experiences in the PAC have helped me learn to be myself and have fun. Performing in front of others has helped me 
overcome many of my worries about what people think of me. It's really helped me to learn who I am as a person.  
Samantha: I have formed so many amazing connections from PAC experiences. A lot of my best friends have been made through 
theatre, and the PAC gives us a place to show up for each other and support each other.  
Akili: I’ve been able to become a better actress by pushing myself to be on stage as much as my schedule would allow. I’ve learned 
to appreciate all the hands that help on and off stage. 

Why is the PAC important to you? 
Emmalyn: It's allowed me to come out of my shell and meet a lot of people that I can consider family.  
Samantha: It is a community of the most supportive people who will love and encourage you in everything you do.  
Akili: It gives kids and adults opportunities to use a beautiful space to perform. It proves to our community that theater is 
important. 

For these students’ complete interviews, read Bart’s Blog on ThePAC.net. 

Learn more about all the other PAC Spotlight Ambassadors we've recognized over the years at www.thepac.net 

https://thepac.net/spotlight/
https://thepac.net/spotlight/

